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Management of the TWWHA 

In regards to the management of the TWWHA, the Florentine Protection Society (FPS): 
 

• supports an increase in funding to better manage the values of the TWWHA including 
the newly added areas. 

• supports the employment of more staff especially in the area of education and 
management of the TWWHA. 

• considers that the 1999 Management Plan is basically a sound basis for management of 
the TWWHA including the 'new' areas, needing only minor tweaking to incorporate the 
‘new’ areas, rather than any fundamental changes. 

• recommends upgrading the Florentine River Regional Reserve to National Park because 
of the outstanding World Heritage values of the old growth forests of the Upper 
Florentine and its Aboriginal heritage. 

• supports that all the TWWHA, regardless of reserve status, should be excluded from 
resource extraction and timber harvesting. 

• considers that some recreational activities and practices which were permitted when 
the ‘new’ TWWHA areas were managed as State Forest for multiple use, are 
incompatible with nature conservation and the protection of World Heritage values. FPS 
supports that these activities and practices should be managed in accordance with the 
'Established Practices' management prescriptions of the Plan and that activities which 
can be undertaken outside the TWWHA, such as dog exercising or quad-biking etc and 
which are not permitted under the existing TWWHAMP should not be permitted in the 
'new' areas. 
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Roads 

In regards to road infrastructure in the TWWHA, FPS: 
 

• supports a strategy of reducing the majority of forestry roads, which were established in 
the past, in the newly included WHA areas. 

• supports an audit of roads in the new TWWHA extension areas, with roads being 
recommended for closure in stages (ie roads that could be closed immediately, roads 
that would be closed at the end of a bee keeper’s lease/licence/MOU, and roads that 
would be closed as a quarry stopped operating etc). 

• does not support any quarrying or other mining activities in the TWWHA. 
• supports the use of the roads by bee keepers until their licence/lease/MOU runs out. 

When their leases/licences/MOUs to remote locations run out they should not be re-
issued, or be reissued for only non-vehicular access, or be re-issued for locations along 
more major roads not targeted for closure. 

• supports bee keepers and quarry operators maintaining the roads to their sites rather 
than PWS.  

• supports the closure of roads to any ex-logging coupes within the TWWHA that are 
deemed to be a high fire risk to the TWWHA. For example, there are remote ex-logging 
coupes in the Styx Valley that are deemed as a high fire risk and the roads to these 
should be closed off to public vehicular access. 

• does not support keeping a large network of roads open for fire management in the 
TWWHA. 

• supports the natural regeneration and the facilitation of natural regeneration (eg 
ripping of hard surfaces) of roads that are closed. 

• supports the closure of roads to isolated walking track heads and relocating these walk 
track heads to more major access roads and/or downgrading and rehabilitating the road 
to a walking track. 

Domestic and pest animals, weeds and diseases 

In regards to domestic and pest animals, weeds and diseases in the TWWHA, FPS: 
 
• does not support any domestic animal or other introduced animal being brought into 

the TWWHA, including dogs on or off leads. 
• does not support a return to grazing within any of the TWWHA area as a means to 

reduce fuel loads or any other reason. 
• supports the development of a weed, pest and disease strategy that includes the new 

extension areas of the TWWHA. 
• supports the strategic control, containment and where possible removal of identified 

weeds, pests (for example feral cats) and diseases in the TWWHA including the new 
extension area of the TWWHA. 

• supports education of roads users such as road workers, quarry operators and bee 
keepers etc about reducing the spread of weeds into the TWWHA from contaminated 
items. 
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Ex-Logging coupes 

In regards to ex-logging coupes in the new extension of the TWWHA, FPS: 
 

• supports the development of a strategy for the rehabilitation of these ex-logging coups. 
• supports the natural regeneration of existing ex-logging coupes or if necessary the 

revegetation of ex-logging coupes. 

Specialty Timber 

 In regards to specialty timber the FPS: 
 
• supports that specialty timbers should be accessed outside the TWWHA and strongly 

recommends specialty timber be sourced from working native forests outside the 
TWWHA and/or the establishment of plantation-based production. 

Tourism 

In regards to tourism the FPS: 
 

• supports sensitive, low impact, appropriate and well thought out tourism within the 
TWWHA. 

• does not support the development of lodges or any other large developments within the 
TWWHA, but welcomes lodge and other large developments outside the TWWHA. 

• supports existing visitors’ centers showcasing and providing information and access to 
the new TWWHA extension areas. 

• supports developing interpretation which showcases and promotes the new TWWHA 
extension areas 

• supports a new low-impact campsite at the old Florentine protest camp site on the 
Gordon River Road adjacent to the Timbs Track, managed by PWS in a similar way to the 
Overland Track camp sites. FPS is not opposed to other similar camp sites being 
managed by PWS in a similar fashion to existing TWWHA camp sites, to allow for day 
walks and hiking. 

Cultural values 

In regards to the cultural values of the TWWHA, FPS: 
 

• supports undertaking an assessment of the cultural values of the newly included areas of 
the TWWHA as a high priority. 

• supports the immediate commencement of consultation with the Aboriginal community 
regarding the inclusion of the outstanding Aboriginal heritage values of the newly 
included areas in the World Heritage citation. (The 2013 TWWHA nomination document 
did not include assessment of the outstanding Aboriginal cultural values of the 'new' 
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areas, largely because there had not been consultation with the Aboriginal community 
regarding the nomination of these values. As the 2008 TWWHA Mission has already 
identified that outstanding World Heritage Aboriginal heritage values exist in these 
areas, the Government made a commitment in 2013 to undertake an assessment, but 
this has not yet commenced.)  

• supports that the TWWHA is assessed as an Aboriginal cultural landscape (in 
consultation with the Aboriginal community), that the areas added in 2013 are 
recognised as part of that Aboriginal cultural landscape, and that these outstanding 
Aboriginal cultural landscape values are acknowledged in the management plan. (The 
1999 Management Plan recognises the TWWHA as an Aboriginal cultural landscape 
(p.95) and a key recommendation of the 2008 TWWHA Mission report is that the 
TWWHA is assessed as a cultural landscape.) 

• supports the protection of Aboriginal cultural landscape values in the ‘new’ TWWHA 
areas through the provision of appropriate management regimes implemented in 
consultation with the Aboriginal community. 

• supports the management plan recognising that the newly added areas to the TWWHA, 
including the Upper Florentine valley, include many well-known, previously identified, 
Aboriginal heritage places, which are of comparable outstanding significance as the 
Holocene and Pleistocene Aboriginal heritage sites already recognised in the World 
Heritage citation and 1999 Management Plan. (These include, for example, Nanwoon 
cave in the Upper Florentine and the Riveaux caves).  

• supports the protection of all the Aboriginal heritage in the areas newly added to the 
TWWHA through the same management prescriptions applicable throughout the 
TWWHA. 

• FPS supports retaining in the Management Plan a section on Aboriginal Management and 
supports the objectives and management prescriptions outlined in the 1999 Management Plan 
with minor updating. 

• - FPS supports the inclusion of Aboriginal representatives on TWWHACC and other relevant 
committees. 
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