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It is AGM time again, and if you haven’t done so already we urge you to please renew your 

membership, and to encourage your friends to do so also. When the forests don’t need 

vigilant protection and we can pack up and go home, we will let you know!  But right now the 

future is more uncertain than ever. Our work is not yet done; we need your ongoing support. 

  

The Committee has met monthly and I would like to thank them for their participation and 

support. Thanks to our membership of Environment Tasmania we have a space to 

conveniently meet in. 

 

President: Elizabeth Perey 

Vice-president: Doug O'Neil 

Vice-president & web admin: Doro Forck  

Secretary (incl Membership Secretary): Angela McGowan 

Treasurer: Melinda Lambourne 

Public Officer: Austra Maddox  

Jo McRae,  

Philip Cocker.  

Juliet Lavers 

  

Regrettably Doro Forck, a founding member, is leaving the Committee. Doro and her son 

Patrick set up the FPS website when we established the Society six and a half years ago. Doro 

has maintained the site ever since. On behalf of the Committee I sincerely thank her for her 

considerable contribution over the years. You will be missed Doro. 

  

I also thank Doro and Doug for their work on the web-site, Facebook page and Google docs. 

Keep checking out our website  http://florentine.org.au/   and our Facebook 

page, https://www.facebook.com/FlorentineProtectionSociety  A Facebook page is a very 

effective means of communicating, currently it has 887 people who “like” it, which means 

potentially 887 people see any information or message every time something is put on our 

page. If you are on Facebook be sure to “like” the FPS page. Please invite your Facebook 

‘friends’ to “like” it also, there is a facility where you can do that on the Page. 

  

Tasmanian Forest Agreement 
Over the past year Florentine Protection Society has been involved as a key member group 

with the Tasmanian Forest Agreement.  

FPS is a member of Environment Tasmania and we have participated in their Forest 

Reference Group weekly and now fortnightly meetings and phone hook ups.  Austra Maddox 

and I have attended them on a regular basis, as has Angela McGowan when she is in the 

country.  It has meant that the FPS Committee have been aware of most of the arguments and 

points of difference etc. We supported the Agreement and the Amendments. It was not easy! 
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And we certainly felt a huge sense of responsibility and did not make the decision lightly. We 

took the pragmatic view: ‘It's a poisoned chalice, but you have to give it a go.’  Some people 

in the environment movement advocated just walking away. We felt that to have a negotiated 

agreement was preferable.  And felt that to last, change needs to have all negotiating parties in 

agreement, and as with any negotiated agreement, we accepted that there would have to be 

many compromises on both sides. 

The dismantling of the agreement by the current Liberal Government has been painful to 

watch! 

  

Forest Stewardship Council 
Florentine Protection Society has always been very aware of the importance of Forest 

Stewardship Council (FSC) certification. We made a decision to join the Forest Stewardship 

Council and that FPS would be involved in the certification and consultation process for 

Forestry Tasmania. Austra Maddox and Juliet Lavers have been our FSC delegates. This has 

involved learning as much as possible about the Forest Stewardship Council and representing 

FPS at relevant environment group meetings – so phone hook ups with the rest of the county 

and meetings both in Hobart and in Melbourne. Thank you Austra and Juliet. FPS donated 

$400.00 to a FSC working group based on the mainland. 

  

Submissions and Letters 
Over the course of the year FPS have made and sent several significant (and impressive) 

submissions and letters. The whole Committee have had varying degrees of input, but Angie 

McGowan, Austra Maddox  Melinda Lambourne and Juliet Lavers have done the bulk of the 

work. Well done!  And sincere thanks 

 

Submission to FSC International in Nov 2013 regarding the standard for Controlled 

Wood.  

Special thanks to Austra Maddox for getting this 

together. https://florentineprotection.files.wordpress.com/2014/11/fsc-controlled-wood-

submission.pdf  

  

FPS Submission to TWWHA Management Plan Project, DPIPWE, 27th Feb 2014: 

Tasmanian Wilderness World Heritage Area Management Plan Review 
Melinda Lambourne & Angela McGowan 

http://florentineprotection.files.wordpress.com/2014/02/twwhamp-submission-final.pdf  

  

Car sticker in Feb 2014 
The Committee unanimously went for Doug O’Neil’s slogan: Hands off our World Heritage 
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FPS Submission -Tasmanian Wilderness World Heritage Senate Inquiry 
Angela McGowan – 7th March 2014 

* The FPS believes that the Australian Government only wants to delist the 2013 TWWHA 

extension area for political reasons and there is no scientific evidence to suggest it should be 

delisted. 

* Our view is that the request for delisting is based on a spurious assumption that by 

releasing wood back to the forestry industry this will somehow revive the unsustainable 

forestry industry in Tasmania. That this is not a reality is indicated by the fact that the 

majority of the forestry industry are signatories to the Tasmanian Forest Agreement. This 

Agreement is predicated upon both World Heritage status for the relevant areas and the 

attainment of Forest Stewardship Council certification for Forestry Tasmania’s forest 

management unit. Both are needed to sustain that Agreement and to prevent continuing 

conflict around forest issues. 

http://florentineprotection.files.wordpress.com/2014/03/senate-inquiry-submission.pdf  

  

  

State Cinema ad. 
Hands off our World Heritage – tell Abbott now 

This ad was shown in the State Cinema in Hobart from mid March until mid June 2014. 

 
  

  

Letter to World Heritage Committee 
Sent 12 May 2014  

Dear Mr Rao, 

Attention World Heritage Committee: regarding the excision of some of the 

Tasmanian Wilderness World Heritage Area, added in 2013. 

http://florentineprotection.files.wordpress.com/2014/05/whc-letter-12may2014.pdf 

  

F.P.S. Submission to Forestry Tasmania - Austra Maddox and Juliet Lavers, 31st June 

2014 
The Florentine Protection Society is very pleased to have the opportunity to respond as a 

stakeholder to Forestry to Tasmania's Draft High Conservation Value Assessment and 

Management Plan. 

http://florentineprotection.files.wordpress.com/2014/08/fps-submission-to-forestry-tasmania-

july-2014-final.pdf 

  

Finances 
Overall our financial position remains solid, and we retain a healthy bank balance. 
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Sign still standing! 

When the news came through from Cambodia that the Upper Florentine was on the World 

Heritage saved list, our committee member Doug O’Neil drove out and put up this sign. 

The Upper Florentine is now World Heritage listed, and so protected under the 

Commonwealth EPBC Act, and is a regional reserve under Tasmanian law. We are 

considering bringing out a comprehensive ‘What you can See and Do in the Florentine’ 

brochure with maps and walking tracks for the local and the tourist market. In the future we 

expect there will be signage, track and regeneration work that FPS can be involved with as 

well. 

Welcome to the Upper Florentine World Heritage Area 

 
  

  

Kindest regards  

 
Elizabeth Perey 

President (Florentine Protection Society Inc.) 


