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Submission to the Inquiry into the Register of Environmental Organisations 
 

This submission to the Inquiry into the Register of Environmental Organisations is made on 

behalf of the Florentine Protection Society, a Not For Profit Organisation based in Tasmania. 

We are a member of Environment Tasmania. 

 

Organisations on the Register of Environmental Organisations undertake important and vital 

work which benefits all Australians ensuring the continued biodiversity, protection and 

sustainability of our Environment. This is the Environment that provides us with all our 

essential services including clean air and water, soils for growing our food, biodiversity, 

recycling and waste disposal. 

 

The environment groups that act as advocates and watchdogs for these life sustaining services 

should be promoted and celebrated. They often rely on funding from the community and 

private individuals. The Government encourages environment groups to seek private funding. 

However by cutting their tax deductibility status the environment organisations will become 

disempowered and impoverished. Their vital role in the Australian community will be 

diminished as will recognition of their financial supporters. 

 

It is clear that this Inquiry is aimed at stifling advocacy on behalf of the environment, when in 

fact environmental advocacy is an essential role in disseminating information to the public 

and giving feedback to the government to pursue the many and varied interests of Australia 

and Australians, and ensure that due process is followed. 

 

Advocacy is a widely accepted part of tax-deductible and charitable activities in many 

countries and many sectors of society. Those who donate to these organisations are giving to 

the country and giving to future generations. They deserve better than to be told (by a 

committee of their own Parliament) that acts of charity towards the environment and future 

generations are somehow wrong. In fact, it is the vested interests behind the attacks on the 

environment that are wrong. In regard to deregistering ENGOs that engage in political rather 

than "practical" environmental activities, the Charities Act 2013 (Cth) specifically addresses 

the issue of NGOs/NPOs engaging in advocacy, when it states that a charity can advance its 

charitable purposes in the following ways (www.acnc.gov.au): 

 

 involving itself in public debate on matters of public policy or public administration 

through, for example, research, hosting seminars, writing opinion pieces, interviews 

with the media; 
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 supporting, opposing, endorsing and assisting a political party or candidate because 

this would advance the purposes of the charity (for example, a human rights charity 

could endorse a party on the basis that the charity considers that the party’s policies 

best promote human rights); and 

 giving money to a political party or candidate because this would further the charity’s 

purposes. 

 

Furthermore, in Aid/Watch incorporate v Commissioner of Taxation (2010), the High Court 

determined that advocacy becomes a legitimate activity of a charity when it's directed towards 

meeting the charity’s objects, as per an implied constitutional right of political 

communication and the discussion of public affairs, declaring: ‘What … this appeal should 

decide is that in Australia there is no general doctrine which excludes from charitable 

purposes “political objects”.  This implied constitutional right was first explained by the High 

Court in the Australian Capital Television v Commonwealth (1992) and Nationwide News v 

Wills (1992) cases, and numerous after, so there is arguably an established precedent on the 

right of NGOs/NPOs to engage in political advocacy in Australia. 

 

In Tasmania the Liberal Government has recognised the essential role our unique World 

Heritage areas has to offer in attracting visitors to our State. The economic benefits and jobs 

that relate directly to tourism and our fantastic landscape are evident throughout Australia. 

This is a result of the vision and hard work of committed environment groups in ensuring 

recognition and protection of our wild places. This work has really been of enormous 

financial benefit to Australia. Tax deductibility of Environment Groups has paid dividends in 

the protection of our National resources, which are now valued assets of the country. Cheap at 

the price to Government is what we think. 

 

The Great Barrier Reef, the Franklin, cleaner air and water, healthier communities and 

sustainable industries and jobs – All have flowed from the advocacy of REO organisations. 

We strongly recommend that the inquiry maintain their right to advocacy in Australia and 

continue their donor tax deductibility status. 

 

Thank you for the opportunity to make this submission. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Dr Juliet Lavers 

Vice-President, Florentine Protection Society Inc. 

 


